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Officials: Troubleshooting
Montgomery voting on track

m But County Councl members
aren't sure election officers
are taking responsibility

BY JANEL Davis
STAFFE WHITER

Montgomery elections offi-
clals are guarantecing a smoother
time at the polls in November, but
some County Council members

still qu;iulsuon Whﬂl;?; hm
responsibility
problems that sparked anaudh‘.

Elections board President
MNancy H. Dacek and elections
directar Margaret A. Jurgensen dis-
cussed thelr plans to resolve the
problems that plagued the Sept. 12
primary. On their list of advances
mphnstomhelesim -
qtdarmmepmﬂon s for
sach precinct and devise an emer-

communications plan
n elections umem::
and the coun kapm

cer, Bmu E Romer, Iu- Ilrhdj'
assistance 10 i .

the which is due Oct. 5.
- While these efforts are com-
endahle, the board has still not
dddressed the local problems on
s:nary day, said Council Presi-
t L Leventhal, who
gsked the offics a series of ques-
"ons about the voter access cands
that were left out of precinct sup-

by

- mrmadlﬂnnfbuddad-

fdons that were made that con-
ted to the ermor” sald Leven-
(D-Ar of Takoma Park. At

gome polnt there has to be some

accountabiling It was much worse

than what the board's leadership at

the county level seems to accept.”
+ The missing access cards,

which upcmtc electronic voring
machines, forced whr mnmlnl

madld\emtdsmuldbcdeiwuad.
Although wvoting was extended
until 9 pm., anyone who wanted
to cast a ballot after 8 pm. had w0
use a paper ballol. Some precincis
ran owt of those ballots.

“The lesson Jeamned here is
that you need a backup system
and you need it 1here on-site,

contact its elections judges, some
precinct workers were not told
about the extra hour of votdng.

“We were the laughingstock of

elsewhere, but our problems
seemed worse,” said Councilman
Howard A Denis (R-Dist. 1) of
Chevy Chase.

Denis said his office has heard
from several residents who will not
return 10 the polls in Nowvember,
“I'm concemned that the systems
that you are putting in place may
not beenough,” he told Dacek and

n said could
be imp ted after an audit of
the hoard’s administrative proce-
dures Is completed. The $35,000
audit being conducted by review-
ers of The Elections Center, a

h:;nwg;ie :
tian,
repart is due Oct. 16, with the final
repart at the end of Octo-
ber A for the organization
had to be replaced last week after
critics oned a conflict of
e e
Montgomery .
cials before,



